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“Wounds heal. Love lasts. We remain.”  

― Kristin Hannah, The Nightingale  

October in the Earth 

- Olivia Hawker 
 

In Depression-era Kentucky, a   

defiant wife embarks on an       

impulsive and liberating journey.  

As she moves on toward one    

unknown after another, her 

Year of Wonders 

- Geraldine Brooks 
 

When the plague spreads from 

London to an isolated village in 

1666, a housemaid emerges as 

an unlikely heroine and healer.  

life becomes a fulfilling, sometimes dangerous, 

and exhilarating adventure. 

West With Giraffes 

- Lynda Rutledge 
 

It’s 1938. The Great Depres-

sion lingers. Hitler is threat-

ening Europe, and world-

weary Americans long for 

wonder. They find it in two  

giraffes who miraculously survive a            

hurricane while crossing the Atlantic. What 

follows is a twelve-day road trip in a custom 

truck to deliver Southern California’s first 

giraffes to the San Diego Zoo.  

Their Eyes Were 

Watching God 

- Zora Neale Hurston 
 

Janie Crawford sets out to be her 

own person - no mean feat for a 

black a black woman in the ‘30s. 

The novel was initially poorly 

received. Since the late 20th century, however, it 

has been regarded as an influential classic.  

Angel of Harlem 

- Kuwana Haulsey 
 

Inspired by the extraordi-

nary events of Dr. May 

Chinn’s life, Angel of Harlem 

is a deeply affecting story of 

love and transcendence.  

Weaving scenes from the battlefields of the 

Civil War to Harlem living rooms, this        

fascinating novel lays bare the heart of a 

woman who changed the face of medicine.  

Frozen River 

- Ariel Lawhon 
 

Maine, 1789: When the 

Kennebec River freezes,    

entombing a man in the ice, 

Martha Ballard is summoned 

to examine the body and  

determine cause of death. As a midwife and 

healer, she is privy to much of what goes on 

behind closed doors in Hallowell.  

 
The Giver of Stars 

- Jojo Moyes 
 

Alice Wright hopes to escape her 

stifling life in England, but small-

town Kentucky quickly proves 

equally claustrophobic. So when  

a call goes out for a team of  

women to deliver books for Eleanor Roosevelt’s 

traveling library, Alice signs on enthusiastically.  

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/41125521


The Things We Cannot Say 

- Kelly Rimmer 
 

In 1942, Europe remains in the 

relentless grip of war. Just beyond 

the tents of the Russian refugee 

camp she calls home, a young 

woman speaks her wedding vows.  

It’s a decision that will alter her destiny, and it’s 

a lie that will remain buried until the next         

century.  

The Alice Network 

- Kate Quinn 
 

Two women — a female spy       

recruited to the real-life Alice  

Network in France during World 

War I and an unconventional 

American socialite searching for 

her cousin in 1947—are brought together in a 

mesmerizing story of courage and redemption. 

Cilka’s Journey 

- Heather Morris 
 

In this follow-up to The Tattooist 

of Auschwitz, the author tells the 

story, based on a true one, of a 

woman who survives Auschwitz, 

only to find herself locked away  

again.  Cilka is one of the many women who is 

sentenced to a labor camp on charges of having 

helped the Nazis - with no consideration of the 

circumstances Cilka and women like her found 

themselves in as they struggled to survive. 

Embers in the London Sky 

- Sarah Sundin 
 

As the German army invades 

the Netherlands in 1940,   

Aleida van der Zee Martens 

escapes to London to wait out 

the occupation. Separated  

from her three-year-old son, Theo, the 

young widow desperately searches for her 

little boy even as she works for an agency 

responsible for evacuating children to the 

countryside. 

The Woman with the 

Blue Star 

- Pam Jenoff 
 

1942. Sadie Gault is eighteen 

and living with her parents in 

the Kraków Ghetto during 

World War II. When the Nazis  

liquidate the ghetto, Sadie and her pregnant 

mother are forced to seek refuge in the    

perilous tunnels beneath the city. One day 

Sadie looks up through a grate and sees a girl 

about her own age buying flowers.  

to return to Ukraine, even if it costs her own 

life. The Nazis have taken everything from 

her, but they can never take away her    

courage. 

Lilac Girls 

- Martha Hall Kelly 
 

Inspired by the life of a real  

World War II heroine, this       

powerful debut novel reveals      

an incredible story of love,        

redemption, and terrible  

secrets that were hidden for decades.  A        

Polish teenager senses her carefree youth         

disappearing as she sinks deeper into her role     

as courier for the underground resistance     

movement.  

Band of Sisters 

- Lauren Willig 
 

A group of young women          

from Smith College risk their    

lives in France at the height of 

World War I in this sweeping   

novel based on a true story. 

Switchboard Soldiers 

- Jennifer Chiaverini 
 

A bold, revelatory novel about 

one of the great untold stories    

of World War I—the women of 

the U.S. Army Signal Corps, who  

broke down gender barriers in  

the military and battled a pandemic as they 

helped lead the Allies to victory.  

The Woman at the Gates 

- Chrystyna Lucyk-Berger 
 

1944, Germany. Gazing through 
the barbed wire, Antonia makes 
a vow: she will not let her    
family die in this camp. She will 
find a way for them to escape, 


